®PU3INYECKUE U XUMUYECKUE NPOLIECChHI
rOPHOIo NPOU3BOACTBA. ASPOrA30OAWHAMUKA

VIK 622.821.325.3 DOI: 10.21440/0536-1028-2019-5-37-43

Physical aspects of methane mass transfer in well influence zones
when degassing coal seams

Leonid A. Shevchenko', Dmitrii A. Tkachenko'
1Kuzbass State Technical University, Kemerovo, Russia
*e-mail: aotp2012@yandex.ru

Abstract
Introduction. Gas control and aerological safety of high-performance coal mining in mining faces is
possible only after qualitative preliminary degasification, which requires a detailed study of methane
mass transfer in well influence zone.
Research aims to simulate the processes of methane mass transfer to well’s exposed surface based on
coal mass gas-dynamic state detailed study, taking into account the variable values of gas content along
its length and unit segments exposure time. The summation of gas volumes released from each well
segment in a definite time will characterize the total flow rate of a well for the same period. This allows
a more soundly based design of coal seams preliminary degasification.
Methodology. Modern methods of coal seam degasification design do not take into account differentiated
gas emission over the length of the well only using its total flow rate. However, the structure of total flow
rate of gas into the well reveals the unevenness of initial gas emission from each unit segment depending
on its distance from the wellhead; it creates general unevenness of gas yield over the length of the well
until it enters the zone of steady gas pressure and gas content. The present article proposes a mathematical
simulation method for a complex gas-dynamic process of methane mass transfer in the radial filtration
mode within a circular power loop in a massif and a similar flow path in a well.
Results. The proposed method will make it possible to calculate the total flow rate of gas from coal seam
near-wellbore zone and thereupon determine its residual gas content as well as develop the methods of
coal seam degasification design.

Key words: well; coal seam; gas flow rate; gas permeability; gas pressure; gas conient; radius
of influence, filtration.

Introduction. At the present time coal seams preliminary degasification prior to
mining is the only way to ensure normal air-gas condition of coal mines. It makes it
possible to maintain permissible concentration of methane, allowed by Safery
Regulations, in the outcoming jets of working and development faces equal to 1% by
means of reduce gas emission out of the mined seam and its leaders.

It should be noted that in the process of coal bearing strata formation, the associate
methane has been creating continuous chemical binding with coal by mean of sorption;
as a result, the volume of gas sorbed by one ton of coal has been growing continuously
with the growth of pressure. As a result, today, natural gas content in coal seams is a
few tens of cubic meters per ton of coal. In particular, in Kuzbass at the attained depths
this value may reach 20—30 m?/t. At the same time, in accordance with RF° Government
Decree no. 315 of 35 April 2011 “On the Permissible Levels of Hazardous Gas
(Methane) Content in a Mine, Coal Seams and Goaf, Requiring Obligatory
Degasification if Exceeded” a coal seam can be mined if natural gas content is
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reduced to 13 m3/t. This standard obliges almost all Kuzbass mines to fulfill preliminary
degasification by wells of various orientations in coal massifs,

A well creates internal exposed surface in a massif through which gas yields from
the seam over the whole surface of a well as a fissure filtration by means of different
pressures in a well and in a massif. Numerous observations at wells in various mining
and geological conditions of Kuzbass make it possible to obtain a typical curve of
methane flow rate as a function of time (fig. 1) [1-3].

Taking into account different time of exposure for various segments of a well at
drilling, it can be stated that total methane flow rate into the well represents the sum of
gas volumes escaped from the unit segments of its length which increase as far as they
intrude into the massif (4> 4, --- q;) and become stable at entrance to the zone of the
established natural gas content (9,max)- However, these components cannot be identified
at the total flow rate of gas metered at the wellhead, for that reason it is necessary to use
the method of mathematical simulation [4].
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Fig. 1. Typical gas flow rate into the well (OACD,) and its components (g, G5 o @iy Genax)
Puc. 1. Tunosas kpuBast neGura raza s CkBaXXUHY (OACD) u ee cocTaBasioue K12 - G Ggs)

As it has been mentioned before, the factor which initiates gas motion in a coal seam
is the difference of pressures at the power loop and flow path represented by the internal
surface of a well. Fig. 2 shows the character of gas pressure and its gradients variation
in near-well-ore zone of a massif in various time points.

Gas will escape into the well until the balance between the pressure gradient and
massif’s resistance to gas motion is set. This distance can be considered the limiting
radius of well influence, formed under 7 = oo 15l

As soon as pressure gradient in radial direction from the axis of a well is the main
initiator of filtration flow of gas towards the well, the speed of its filtration in a massif,
m/s, can be calculated with Darcy’s formula [6—8]:

k dp

where k — the coefficient of coal gas permeability, m?; u — methane kinematic viscosity,
Pa - s; dp/dl — pressure gradient, Pa/m.
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At that it should be taken into account that pressure gradients at various segments of
, well are not the same and are formed depending on the pressure which has formed in
the given area of the massif near the mine working, from which the well is drilled.
Thus, gas pressure gradients along the axis of a well will be a variable value,
consequently, methane filtration speed changes as far as the depth of well increases.
All these factors make methane mass transfer more complex in the zone of well influence
which makes it impossible to study it by an experiment. The proposed mathematic
model will make it possible to obtain adequate reflection of the gas-dynamic processes
around the well, allowing to calculate the flow rate of gas as a function of its length,
drilling speed and the time of operation, with the purpose of further coal methane
utilization [9—-11].
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Fig. 2. The change in gas pressure and its gradients in the near-wellbore zone
of the array at different time points
Puc. 2. U3MeHeHHe ra3oBoro JaBJICHUs U €ro rpaJMeHTOB B MIPHCKBAXKMHHOM 30HE
MaccHBa B pa3Hble MOMEHTEI BDEMEHH

Mathematical model development. As soon as the face of a well crosses the zones
of coal massif with various natural gas content in the process of drilling, its value in any
time point will be the function of time x = ), which will be equal to x, under # = 0,
and correspondingly, equal to x, under 7 = 7.

Then

M= i,

where
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or

X — Xy
F= "0y
T

where 7 — the total time of drilling.

Gas flow rate as a function of time is described by the following expression

glt)= jf(s)ds under 0 < 5 < 7.

On condition that
£0)=£(T —1):
L5} = F(T).
we will get
f(&)=f(T-t+s)=kz+x,,

wherez=7T—1¢+ s.
Then

f(s)———k(T—t+s)+xo =kz+ k(T —1)+x,.

Taking into account (2), expression (1) will be:
t t
glt) = If(s)ds = I(ks AT ~3)+ 3y )obs.
0 0

Having integrated expression (3), we will get

2
q=(kT+x0)t—kt—.
z

(1)

2

3

(4)

Equation (4) describes the law of gas emission into the degassing well during the

process of drilling.

In real conditions of mine operation, at coal seams preliminary degassing, the factor
of time cannot always be an argument because the process of drilling can interrupt for

various reasons [12].

In this case it is reasonable to use the length of a well as an argument, which results

in the increase in its internal gas yielding surface area.
Having assumed that

i ol £ BT
Xp = 903[3 . X = 4€

we will get

B tn

X
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Gas flow rate, described as a function of well length, and, consequently, the area of
its internal surface, can be described by the following function

q(r) = [ f(s)ds, (5)

where T(s)= f(T —t+s)=q.e”.
As soon as z = T — t + s, then, substituting its value into formula (5), we will get

t
g() =g e ds. (6)
0

Equation (6) describes the law of gas flow rate behaviour in a well in time. Having
integrated expression (6) in time within the preset limits, we will obtain the total value
of capped methane for a certain period. This, in its turn, can be a basis for the
determination of a required number of wells at coal seam degasification, which will
provide the guaranteed reduction in natural gas content down to the preset values.

Conclusion. The proposed approach using the method of mathematical simulation
of a complex gas-dynamic process of methane mass transfer in mine workings and
wells makes it possible to develop the methods of coal seams degasification design.
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DdDuzuvYecKHue acCHeKThbI MacconmepeHoca MeTAaHa B 30HAX BJIMAHUS CKBaAKUH
IIPpH AerasaiMu yrojJbHbIX IIJIACTOB

Hiesuenxo JI. A.!, Tkauenko /1. A.!
! Ky36acckuii rocyaapcTBeHHBIH TEXHUYECKHI yHuBepcuTeT, Kemeposo, Poccusi.

Pecpepam
Beeodenue. Ynpaenenue 2azosvidenenuem u obecneyenue aspono2uteckol 6e30nACKOCMU NPU 8bLCOKONPO-
U3600UMENLHOU O06bINE YaNsi 8 OYUCMHBIX 3ABOSX BOIMONCHO MONLKO NOCHE KAYECMEeHHO npoeedeHH o
npedseapumensroii decazayuu, O 4e2o mpebyemcs OemanvHoe usyuenue Macconeperoca Memana 6 30He
BNIUSHUA CKEANCUH.
Henv pabomesr. Ha ocnose demanvrozo usyuenus 2a300UHamMuteckoo cocmosnus Y20neH020 Maccuea
CMOOENUPOBAMb NPOYECCHl MACCONEPEHOCA MEMAHA K OBHANCEHHOT NOBEPXHOCMU CKEANICUHBL C YUemom
NEPEMEHHBLX 3HAYEH UL 2A30HOCHOCMU NO €€ ONUHE U 6PEMEHU OBHANCEHUS COUHUYHBLX ompesxos. Cymmu-
posarue 0bvemo6 2aza, 8bl0ENUBUEZOC C KANCOO020 OMPpe3Ka CK6AXCUHbL 3 onpedenenHoe epems, bydem
Xapaxmepuzoeams 0bwuti 0eOum CKEANCUHbL 3a MOM Jice nepuod. Imo nozeorum Gonee 0bOCHOEAHHO
0CYIeCMENAMD NPOEKMUPOBAHUE NPEOEAPUMENLHOU 0e2a3ayiu Y20NbHbIX NIACHOS.
Memooonozua. Cospemennsie memoods: NPOEKMUPOAHUA 0e2a3ayuu YeOlbHbIX NIACHIOE HE YIUMbIEAOm
QugpgepenyuposanHozo 2a306vi0eneHUA NO ONUHE CKEANCUH bl, a onepupyrom ee obugum oebumom. QOnaxo
8 cmpyKkmype 0bujezo debuma 2a3a 6 CKeaICuHy puxcupyemcs HEepPA6HOMEPHOCHb HAYAIbHO20 2A306bl0e-
JIEHUSL C KAMHCO020 eOUHUYHO2O OMPE3Ka 6 3A6UCUMOCTIU OM €20 PACCMOsIHUSL OM YCMbSL CKEAMCUHbBI, YMO
co30aem 6 yenom HEPABHOMEPHOCMb 2a300MAAUU NO ONUHE CKEANCUHBL OO Mex nop, NOKa oHa He otidem
6 3O0H)Y YCMAHOBUBULESOCA 2A306020 0A6NEHUR U 2A30HOCHOCMU. B cmambe npednocen memod mamema-
MUUECKO20 MOOENUPOBAHUS CIONCHO20 2A300UHAMULECKO20 NPpoYyecca Macconepenoca Memana & pexcume
paduansHoii urempayuu é npedenax Kkpy2o6o2o KOHMYpa NUMAHUSL 8 MACCUBE U AHATO2UYHOZ0 KOHMYPA
CMIOKA 6 CKEAMNCUHE.
Pezynomamei. IIpednoscennsiii Mmemod nozsonum paccuumame obwuti 0ebum 2a3a U3 NPUCKBANCUHHOT
SOHBL Y20bHO20 NIACMA U HA 3MOU OCHO8E ONpedenums €20 OCMamoYHyI0 2a30H0CHOCMb, 4 MAKIHCE yco-
8EPULEHCME06AM b MEMOOUKU NPOESKMUPOSAHUS 0€2A3ayUL Y20NbHbIX NIACMOS.

Knroueesie cnosa: crxeasxcuna; yeonvnuiii nnacm; debum 243a; 2a30NMPOHUYAEMOCMb, 2A30680€ OA6NeHUE;
2A30HOCHOCMb, PAOUYC IUAHUS; PurbMpPayus.
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